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Year 9 Theme: Choices
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The vision for Year 9 is to prepare all students to make informed and aspirational choices
for their GCSE options. We will ensure students have a clear understanding of each option
subject and what each course entails. Supporting students in making informed and
aspirational choices is paramount.

We continue to strive to ensure all students are happy, confident and engaged within all
aspects of school life, know how to keep themselves safe and healthy inside and outside
of school.

Our values, expectations and routines will be at the forefront of everything we do as a
year group, ensuring our students make aspirational decisions in their ‘Choices’.
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Upholding Professional Standards – Role Models for the School
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The Quality of Education
Mr N Humphreys
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Changes this year
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• We have re-written our school curriculum intent, which is our purpose as a school.
• We have re-written subject curriculum intents, which explain the purpose and 

direction of each subject.
• We have re-sequenced our Key Stage 3 curriculum to ensure that all students are 

challenged academically and supported to succeed.
• We have changed how we assess at key stage 3 so that all students, parents and carers 

are fully informed on the progress of their child.
• We have implemented a new teaching model to ensure that all students have to think 

hard and work hard in every lesson.
• We will aim to ensure that parents and carers are more informed on what their child is 

studying at each stage of the curriculum, by publishing everything above.



Curriculum intent
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Colne Valley High School is the first purpose built comprehensive school in the North of 
England, and our mission now is the same as it was when it opened in 1956: to ensure all 
students leave us with the opportunity to lead happy, fulfilling and successful lives.

We know that central to this mission is our curriculum. 

Our knowledge rich curriculum is coherently sequenced to provide all pupils with the core 
knowledge, skills and cultural capital needed for future learning and employment. It is 
informed by evidence to help students know more, and remember more over time.

The curriculum is challenging and inclusive to meet the personal development needs of all 
students.
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5 Year overviews
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Assessment at Key Stage 3
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• We are moving to a system where we assess directly against 'core concepts' at Key 
Stage 3.

• Core concepts are what we expect children to know at each stage of the curriculum, 
relative to their age.

• Based on our assessments, which will be holistic and not just based on tests, we will 
make the following judgements:

Working Towards Expectations
Working at Expectations
Working at Greater Depth

• We will also publish assessment frameworks, so that you can see exactly what your 
child is working towards in all subjects.



An example of an assessment framework: Biology
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The aim of this process is to support you and your child through the decisions that will 
have to be made when selecting which GCSE subjects to study next year. Your child will 
study GCSEs in English, Mathematics and Science, and will also have lessons in Religion 
and Worldwide Views and Core PE, which are not assessed.

All students are placed on a bespoke guided choices pathway, which aims to help them 
when choosing their remaining subjects from a range of qualifications we offer. Your child 
will be fully informed about each of the different courses and they will be led through the 
process to ensure that they make decisions that align with their future aspirations. To 
enable your child to make fully informed decisions, we have a full schedule of; spotlight 
sessions with external providers/employers, assemblies, course information, 
presentations and a parents’ evening over the coming months.
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Guided Pathways

Key dates

Students receive Guided Choices packs Monday 2nd December 2024

Year 9 Parents Evening Thursday 12th December  2024

Guided Choices Evening Wednesday 18th December 2024

Guided Choices submission deadline Friday 10th January 2025

Confirmation of options via letter ……..2025
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CAREERS

Support and Preparation 
for making Guided 

Choices
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Form time 

careers 

programme

• Unifrog in the IT rooms to explore careers that link to my skills and 
interests

• Completed a personality quiz (What makes you tick).

• Completed the self-awareness section.

• Looked at and completed the careers value pyramid.

• Completed the making decisions quiz

• Completed ‘Thinking about My Future - Colleges’ section.

• Decide on a career area that you are going to research for my Careers 
task.

• ​Completed my independent research task and designed a leaflet/poster 
on a career area that interests me.​

• Completed my summary sheet for my Guided Choices appointment.
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Unifrog: can be used at home and in school. Year 9 will be using the system this week and 
will have their login details​.
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What you shouldn't do when making decisions about your option choices.

Don’t choose a subject 
because your friends 

are choosing it.

Don't choose a subject 
because you like the 

teacher you have 
now (you may have a 

different teacher 
next year).​
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What will I enjoy studying for the next two years?

Does this subject link to areas career areas that I am interested in? 

If you are unsure about the future, are there subjects that you can 
choose that will keep various career paths open?

Do you need to study specific subjects at GCSE so that you can 
study them at college?
Think about entry requirements for college in the future, which 
subjects will I achieve well in that will allow me to apply for my 
preferred college in Year 11?
Would any GCSE courses develop skills that I will need for an 
apprenticeship or T Level?

What should I be 
thinking about 
when making 

choices?​
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Spotlight sessions

Employers come into school to speak to 
students about their career area . 
Students can sign up through their 

Form Tutor.

Colne Valley High School's Careers Fair - 14th 
November 2024, 4.00pm - 7.30pm​

There will be a range of providers available 
to speak to and this event will support your 

child with making their post 16 choices. More 
information regarding the event will be shared 

later in the Autumn Term.

Careers events and activities that can support you and your child with 
making Guided Choices
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Research is key – check careers websites to confirm that you are 
making the right choices.

Check local college websites for entry requirements for specific subjects.
www.unifrog.org

www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/explore-careers

www.ucas.com

www.16personalities.com/free-personality-test

http://www.unifrog.org
http://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/explore-careers
http://www.ucas.com/
http://www.16personalities.com/free-personality-test
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Mrs Hardcastle and Miss Mawhinney​​
Careers Advisers​​
Available:​​
Monday – Friday, 8.00am - 4.00pm​​
shardcastle@thecvhs.co.uk
01484 848680 ext 650

Who can I contact regarding Careers in School?

mailto:Shardcastle@thecvhs.co.uk
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Careers Advisers​​
Available:​​
Monday – Friday, 8.00am - 4.00pm​​
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English

Curriculum Leader – Mrs Broadhurst dbroadhurst@thecvhs.co.uk

Deputy Curriculum Leader – Miss Kynaston            lknayston@thecvhs.co.uk
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Maths

Curriculum Leader - Mrs Nolan-Mayall lnolanmayall@thecvhs.co.uk
Deputy Curriculum Leader – Mr Barraclough dbarraclough@thecvhs.co.uk
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• We use Sparx Maths for online homework each week.

• Homework will be set each week on Wednesday and students will have a 
week to complete this. 

• All learners have their logins and passwords.

• RITA points will be awarded for each complete homework.

• Sparx Maths is also a fantastic revision tool, whereby learners can complete 
their own independent revision in addition to their weekly homework.
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Equipment

It is crucial that every learner is fully 
equipped every maths lesson, to 

ensure they achieve their full 
potential.
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Revision Platform Link

www.mathsgenie.co.uk

www.corbettmaths.com

www.sparxmaths.com

www.youtube.com

www.bbcbitesize.co.uk
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Science

Curriculum Leader - Mr Walker
jwalker2@thecvhs.co.uk
Deputy Curriculum Leader – Miss Bannister vbannister@thecvhs.co.uk
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Science Learner expectations

✓ Arrive on time to lessons

✓ To be fully equipped

✓ Present your work following PROUD expectations.

✓Begin Activate tasks immediately and use purple pen to review all activities completed at 
feedback points in the lesson.

✓Complete all homework.

✓Give 100% effort in every lesson.

✓Act on feedback given by your class teacher.



Year 9 Learning Journey
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Year 
10

Year 
9

Cell 
Structure

Atomic 
Structure & 

Periodic Table

EnergyCell 
Transport

Principles of 
Organisation

Particle Model 
of Matter

Electricity

Reactivity & 
States of 
Matter

Cell Division

Biology

Chemistry

Physics



Home Learning & Support
Home Learning:

• Weekly homework set on Educake – logins will be issued shortly.
• Students' complete questions set by class teacher independently.
• The teacher provides whole class feedback and models areas of 

development in a following lesson.
• Homework will be set on a Monday and students will be given a 

week to complete it. 
• Achievement points will be issued for completing homework.
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Equipment

It is crucial that every learner is fully 
equipped every science lesson, to 

ensure they achieve their full 
potential.
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Scientific Calculator

Students will need one for each lesson

plus all Science exams.
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Revision Platform Link

https://www.freesciencelessons.c
o.uk/

https://senecalearning.com/en-
GB/

https://www.educake.co.uk/

www.youtube.com

www.bbcbitesize.co.uk
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https://www.freesciencelessons.co.uk/
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
https://www.educake.co.uk/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.bbcbitesezie.co.uk/
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History

How did World War One affect the lives of 
soldiers?

How did events in the interwar years lead 
to World War Two?

What was life like in Nazi Germany?

Why is it important to remember the 
Holocaust?

What is the significance of the Cold War?

Local museums:

• Holocaust Centre North, Huddersfield 
University

• Royal Armouries Museum, Leeds

• Eden Camp Museum, York

• National Coal Mining Museum, 
Wakefield

• National Railway Museum, York

• Ripon Workhouse Museum, Ripon

Useful links:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/articles/zmqxxyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/articles/zhhff4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zj7wxyc

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/articles/zmqxxyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/articles/zhhff4j
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zj7wxyc
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Message from the Geography department 

Geography homework is being set on Educake every Friday for completion for the following 
Friday. 

Students will receive stickers with their usernames on. 

The first time students log on their username will be their password then the student will 
be able to set their own password for Educake. 

This homework will support their learning in Geography and is linked to the learning in 
lessons.
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Message from the IT department 

Homework is on iDEA award

Student’s login is their school email address e.g 22bsmith@cvhs-
student.co.uk and their password is cvhs1234@

There will be an email going to parents next week with an overview 
of what topics students are expected to do when.
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The year ahead..
Monday Boys Football​​

Rock School D6​​
String (Wk B only D5)​

Wednesday Basketball

Thursday Netball​​
Soul Band D6 ​​
Computing A21​

Friday Girls Football​
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Year 10 Team Contact Contact Details

Achievement Co ordinator Miss H Chappell hchappell@thecvhs.co.uk

SLT Link Mr D Teale dteale@thecvhs.co.uk

Personal Development Miss M Wasp mwasp@thecvhs.co.uk

Personal Development Mr T Hartley thartley@thecvhs.co.uk

9A Mr A Khan akhan@thecvhs.co.uk

9B Mr F Cross fcross@thecvhs.co.uk

9C Mr S Owen
Mr J Brown

sowen@thecvhs.co.uk
jbrown@thecvhs.co.uk

9D Mr C Blackmore cblackmore@thecvhs.co.uk

9E Mr J Hunter jhunter@thecvhs.co.uk

9F M ebroxholme@thecvhs.co.uk

9G Miss S Humphries shumphries@thecvhs.co.uk

9H Mrs M Jackson mjackson@thecvhs.co.uk

9I Miss S Smith ssmith2@thecvhs.co.uk

9J Miss E Brook ebrook@thecvhs.co.uk

Maths Mrs Nolan-Mayall Lnolanmayall@thecvhs.co.uk
d

English Mrs Broadhurst Dbroadhurst@thecvhs.co.uk

Science Mr Walker Jwalker@thecvhs.co.uk

Wellbeing and safeguarding Team

Assistant Principal/DSL Mrs T Pilkington tpilkington@thecvhs.co.uk

SEMH Manager Mrs S Barrington Sbarrinton@thecvhs.co.uk

Wellbeing Practitioner Mrs J Westwood Jwestwood@thecvhs.co.uk

Family Support Worker Miss D Mc Manus Dmcmanus@thecvhs.co.uk

Careers Team

Careers and Guidance Officer Mrs Hardcastle shardcastle@thecvhs.co.uk

Careers Advisor Mrs Mawhinney emawhinney@thecvhs.co.uk

Aspire

SENCO Mr Summers Jsummers@thecvhs.co.uk

Ms K Mackie Kmackie@thecvhs.co.uk

mailto:ewink@thecvhs.co.uk
mailto:dteale@thecvhs.co.uk
mailto:Jknopwood@thecvhs.co.uk
mailto:Swhittaker@thecvhs.co.uk
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